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Calendar of Events 
 

2016 Membership Meeting  
June 27, 2016 

9:00 am   
  

Other Events 
 

Ag Day at the Capitol 
March 16, 2016 

11am - 2pm  
Capitol Building, Lansing 

  
Cultivate Ohio 

July 9 - 12, 2016 
Ohio 

  
MSU Plant Trial Field Day   

August 2, 2016 
MSU 

  
Great Lakes Expo 
December 6, 2016 

Devos Place 
Grand Rapids, MI 

   

2016 Board of 
Directors  

  

President 
Bill Tuinier 

  
Vice-President 

Dennis Crum 
  

Secretary/Treasurer 
Donny Marvaso 

  
Members 
Dick Derks 

Kevin Sportel 
Ken Tuinier 

Hello   

Thank you to all who attended the MFGC annual meeting in 
Grand Rapids, on December 8, 2015. We had a great turnout 
and wonderful presentations. Good luck to Kevin Sportel who 
also won the Hoverboard™ in the drawing at the annual 
meeting. 

As a result of voting at the annual meeting, we welcome our 
new board member Kevin Sportel who is joining the board for 
his first term. Ken Tuinier and I were re-elected to our second 
terms on the board. Your board of directors had a very 
productive meeting in December and is focusing on re-
invention opportunities for the greenhouse industry. We 
anticipate a productive meeting next week as we begin to 
explore the road to achieve our goals. 

On behalf of the board, I want to thank outgoing board member 
Andy Buist, Andy has served on the Board of Directors for six 
years and has done a tremendous job for the industry. 

We are very sad with the passing of fellow industry man Dave 
Feenstra from a tragic accident in his greenhouse. Please keep 
his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

As always, our goal is to better the floriculture greenhouse 
industry and we welcome your ideas and participation. 
 
Please feel free to contact me or Val at the MFGC office. 

Happy New Year 

 

Bill Tuinier,President   
MFGC 

 

  

Membership Renewal 
Your membership renewal is in the mail. Please renew as soon 
as you receive the invoice.   
 
Remember, there is strength in numbers and the more 
members we have the better the benefits.  
 
Click here to download an application. 

mailto:mail@mifgc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001czCnG-QYSwiUiqeKkH-_hf37VAkVgtZRYx6j7WdThBGpG0ep2Rb5JpqbO3oa07nPfRwcogy6ZHIw_5trIU_fK04UdAT7EQ6_frMfnUKgO9Kygv9nd5-1bXbhA3z7VR6KpLJaNP82KXzaQyph2GpJ2sOJlUFeTDX71hcTtjZVVorSqNpRZ37C5-x515_INngGud_TVIiSyp85jCVTc5WPxiKgYS5lxRHMiyIB0J5AKStcu5ePN3zdXgqw6l_jQ40u_dwVAdi7ohWbQW-xuOomRCb2uGToVBtEL3HAzXSTDWZqgMvUOfLpLKTcvJaNNP1Y8vHxE6t9PSAcmfV9-jM_PlwxicTUXyHnsu15Ib7C852JexbL3tUprQ==&c=eOB-7D7r-xbfRLIfIu6FzMHQNF21ID0zElfi4eBDNhTvx1wq8EgjFQ==&ch=m4P73cgOGCDh8bUSAUFFBSL5NBU5Nfe9Ca6cMw4YsxtpNZDtSAjPmw==


Susie Raker-Zimmerman 
  

Educator Appointee 
Erik Runkle 

  
Allied Trade Appointees 

Bud Ripberger  
Mike Faber 

  
MDFGA Appointee 

Jason Pinter 
  

WMGA Appointee 
Scott Klooster 

  
Policy Chair 
Ken Tuinier 

  
Membership Chair 

Susie Raker-Zimmerman 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WOTUS - Waters of the United States 
The Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule is a law that 
extends federal authority over smaller waterways. Although the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agencies purports to exempt 
agriculture land, if you read their Q & A sheet you will see that 
most farms will be impacted. It's almost as if the people who 
wrote the rules were doing so behind a desk, in a high-rise, in 
Washington DC. They obviously have never driven down a 
country road in the spring to see drain tile runoff flowing rapidly 
through ditches into water tributaries.   

Last week a House resolution to overturn the rule was vetoed 
by President Obama. Although WOTUS is intended to protect 
vulnerable waters of the US, certain consequences of the rule 
have farmers and county drain commissions potentially 
violating the law if run-off waters (with e-coli, fertilizer, or 
pollutants) from pastures end up in ditches that feed into lakes 
and tributaries. 

Agriculture interests are being addressed by Iowa Republican 
Sen. Joni Ernst, who sponsored the resolution. He has vowed 
to remain committed to identifying new ways to push back 
against this complex, burdensome and overreaching rule. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001czCnG-QYSwiUiqeKkH-_hf37VAkVgtZRYx6j7WdThBGpG0ep2Rb5JgdaEjGKW8ZACvJULhDLVvzzzkoKyVmQlsbdcEsLCTAGB4LMs1WKKEeqm6EAvrcrUEU7kbQNjANPAEM6uIY9EW0AmQZXJ11bQebILMW2NaAWCfvuKisrilCl_k2ofPgfT7FbknKiHnlzWvN2Y--0BO7ib6fLVJBJZLYQIkiOgc5jRrJ6O8812USeDAlChZmeLBqr2n5Vz55vQnQiKbV-MlSJ0NVeKZZIldb-75KLUdVR6-OcpyWPHMzCgPL3iUVkAgNdS9TsDBGMNoaw5uNYtk_hsjkD5_C3lCH8_XhAS60gHcoLVTgp4jrfgPzKsskgMfoziiTR_RHzSnaHx3zXSqccpqzhfjM8UA==&c=eOB-7D7r-xbfRLIfIu6FzMHQNF21ID0zElfi4eBDNhTvx1wq8EgjFQ==&ch=m4P73cgOGCDh8bUSAUFFBSL5NBU5Nfe9Ca6cMw4YsxtpNZDtSAjPmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001czCnG-QYSwiUiqeKkH-_hf37VAkVgtZRYx6j7WdThBGpG0ep2Rb5JgdaEjGKW8ZAKNFhO1aqbH8IpF6-LDIKIdlnRLOmWSZqRTy4cs3dUm1rkwp4HvYEaFE4TO8tUMzBjTUst__L9jasblhFy6K-ZqmBSbjhRO4oHsdQHYu1jaCvaBLn5dMSU5D3OjjNYTjx9WrGi1x9X1N8cw4wT7qi-FcAyDrjzuWDJyDZEeS137hmTkErF250CuGEjGiVH5uxyoiAX4-QcbM82h_i7FdDJQDejbdy2ZHKsV_QMIsCq3msZxQXNpQINQ==&c=eOB-7D7r-xbfRLIfIu6FzMHQNF21ID0zElfi4eBDNhTvx1wq8EgjFQ==&ch=m4P73cgOGCDh8bUSAUFFBSL5NBU5Nfe9Ca6cMw4YsxtpNZDtSAjPmw==


 

Flyer & Registration Form 

Preregistration is deadline is March 16! 

Register today! 

 

  

Creagh named Interim Director of DEQ 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Director 
Keith Creagh, of Williamston, Michigan will serve as interim 
director for the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
after Director Dan Wyant resigned due to the Flint water crisis. 
Flint residents were exposed to elevated levels of lead in their 
drinking water throughout 2014 and 2015. As a result many 
have elevated lead levels in their blood - a sign of lead 
poisoning. 

The Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act (Act 399), enacted in 
1976, gives the DEQ authority over the drinking water program 
in our state. The lead contamination occurred after Flint 
switched its water supply source from Lake Huron to the Flint 
River without adding corrosion control chemicals. The DEQ 
neglected to require these chemicals and the Flint River water 
leached lead from pipes, joints and fixtures into the water. 

Creagh will guide the DEQ through its leadership transition 
period, and Dr. Bill Moritz will serve as interim director at the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Creagh has 
worked closely on many environmental and public health 
issues with the Environmental Protection Agency, Food and 
Drug Administration and U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Creagh became DNR's director in July 2012 and was 
previously director of the Michigan Department of Agriculture 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001czCnG-QYSwiUiqeKkH-_hf37VAkVgtZRYx6j7WdThBGpG0ep2Rb5JgdaEjGKW8ZAX58OChq_4DWKOMKV326uRjoP5SkHDYP99dFAXBOFoySscNwhemzg6Io_hxusmVsr25kONyRkAZyvOxN0mXOa9cjCr54Mslt9dhCQzCTawDszWGxRek3HQFEjVbzYj1s0i0zd9HnndICf7_wegcd9Ya_I9juUuJj1Ps5lPseacIsmvgcSnsRLQighs59TzEGCvtiJT5N1YDVt6HKEUM7CBAf2PtOF-aRPlK3Ig_PYcxvphQ2tW1DFsojX62tPoumrZ2UTy8HD4NILJp7kmkRUSnt9-sPS48YKFWne0p7Qh1-G5uMS1JJc2Q==&c=eOB-7D7r-xbfRLIfIu6FzMHQNF21ID0zElfi4eBDNhTvx1wq8EgjFQ==&ch=m4P73cgOGCDh8bUSAUFFBSL5NBU5Nfe9Ca6cMw4YsxtpNZDtSAjPmw==


and Rural Development (MDARD, from 2010 through 
2012). Before his directorships, Creagh served as director of 
industry affairs for Lansing-based biotech/pharmaceutical 
company Neogen, which provides food and animal safety 
solutions to the agri-food industry. He worked as Plant Pest 
Management Division Director at MDARD before 2007. 

Moritz is the natural resources deputy at the DNR, previously 
serving as chief and assistant chief of the wildlife division and 
as a deer research specialist. He also was executive director 
for Safari Club international and the Safari Club International 
Foundation. Moritz earned a doctorate in zoology from 
Southern Illinois University, a master's degree in fish and 
wildlife management from Montana State University and a 
bachelor's degree in fisheries and wildlife biology from Iowa 
State University. 
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